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NearMap awarded innovation prize 

 
NearMap, the online PhotoMap media company, has been awarded a prize for Innovation in the 
2009 Western Australian Information Technology and Telecommunications Awards.    

 

     

 
The annual award recognises innovation and advances in the information technology and 
telecommunications industry in Western Australia.  
 
“NearMap’s ability to update maps more frequently provides new opportunities for government 
and business to analyse the changing landscape in detail” said Michael Coles, WAITTA 
Chairman. “The WAITTA judges saw potential for NearMap’s innovation to create new markets 
for PhotoMaps across the globe, enabling new insights and better decisions.” 
 
“This home-grown innovation gives governments and business an unprecedented perspective 
on changes to our environment and will change the way communities see their world” he 
added.  
 

 
 
Celeste Mordini (Media Designer), Simon Cope (Chief Technical Officer) and Talya Pikoos 
(Government Account Executive) at the Awards dinner (left to right). 
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In receiving the award, NearMap Chairman Dr Rob Newman paid tribute to the achievements of 
NearMap’s Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Stuart Nixon. 
 
“Stuart and his team have developed a capability unmatched by any other technology anywhere 
else in the world” said Dr Newman. “The NearMap solution enables PhotoMaps and terrain data 
to be quickly captured and automatically processed, giving our users views of the landscape 
that are current, clear and show change over time.” 
 
The NearMap solution has been designed to fully automate the process of creating very high 
definition PhotoMaps of entire countries or continents.  
The Company’s breakthrough technology enables PhotoMaps to be updated much more 
frequently than other providers, which can be months, if not years out of date.  
 
The Western Australian Information Technology and Telecommunications Award recognises 
the innovative nature of NearMap’s technology chain, which includes: 
 

·  NearMap's HyperPod aerial camera system is designed to capture PhotoMap data at a 
small fraction of the operating and capital costs for alternative camera systems and 
captures overhead and four oblique photos while doing so (U.S. patent pending).   

 
·  NearMap's HyperVision PhotoMap processing solution processes individual photos into 

seamless PhotoMaps and runs on super-computer clusters of hardware. It can produce 
a complete city-wide PhotoMap within a few days, compared to six months or more with 
alternative solutions. 

 
·  The final technology innovation is the HyperWeb content distribution solution, which 

simultaneously serves many terabytes of PhotoMaps to NearMap’s online community. 
 
For the first time, it is possible to see PhotoMaps change over time, as NearMap's online 
PhotoMaps allow users to move back and forward over time to see changes occur, such as the 
construction of a new home or changes to the natural environment. 

In addition to flying capital cities every month, NearMap has recently demonstrated their ability 
to fly very large areas in rural Australia. Over a 40 day period, NearMap captured PhotoMaps 
and terrain data for a 50,000 km2 area, covering around 20% of Victoria, and is progressively 
adding these to the Company’s online portal. 

about NearMap  www.nearmap.com  
 

NearMap is a PhotoMap and location based media company. We create high quality and 
current PhotoMaps over cities that are updated every month. Changes over time can be seen 
using the TimeView on the map page and locations can be seen from the side using the 
MultiView button on the map page when you zoom in to building level detail. 

We specifically encourage creation of Creative Commons licensed information derived from our 
PhotoMap content, so that everyone can share and build a greater understanding of our planet. 

NearMap Pty Ltd was acquired by ipernica ltd (ASX : IPR) on 21 November 2008. ipernica is a 
diversified technology and intellectual property (“IP”) commercialisation group which is focused 
on the creation and exploitation of IP rights on a global basis.  

 

Further Information: Graham Griffiths, Managing Director, ipernica ltd 
Tel:  +618 9420 8500 
Email:  graham.griffiths@ipernica.com 
Website: http://www.ipernica.com 


